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Senate Approves AgricultureFunding

Hagel Sanctions Provision Included

Washington, D.C. — The United States Senate on Thursday night approved funding for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Appropriations bill for Fisca Y ear 2001 by avote of 79 to 13. Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE) voted in
favor of the measure,

“Thishill provides critical funding for Nebraska s agricultural producers a atime when they are being hit by
drought or low commaodity prices or both,” said Hagdl.

The annud spending hill for agricultural programs aso includes a provison, sponsored by Hagdl, exempting
food and medicine from unilateral economic sanctionsimposed by the United States. “Food and medicine are
fundamental human needs and should not be included in unilateral sanctions,” said Hagel. “When we shut our
agricultura producers out of foreign markets we hurt them, not the foreign heads of state we're intending to punish.”

The $76.25 hillion bill includes funding for the following programs of importance to Nebraska:

. $900 miillion in nationwide emergency disagter assdance. The hill includes payments to producers for hay
lossesincurred this year.

. $450 million nationwide for the Livestock Assigtance Program (LAP). This program provides direct payments
to livestock producers.

. Increased funding for salaries and expenses for the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Thisyear done, Nebraska's
FSA workers have logged in 10,000 hours of overtime. Senator Hagel wrote to the committee requesting
increased funding to ensure producers more efficient service from the FSA.

. Increased funding for the Agricultural Research Service. This includes $500,000 in funding for research into
manure handling and digtribution in Clay Center, Nebraska, and $250,000 for the same research in Lincoln.
. Increased funding for the Natural Resources Conservation Service, which partners with landowners and

agricultura producersto carry out soil and water programs. Senator Hagel wrote to the committee requesting
an increese in funding.

. Increased funding for the Resource Conservation and Development (RC& D) Program. The RC&D Program
isa public-private partnership asssting multi-county aress in enhancing conservation, water qudity, wildlife
habitat, recrestion and rurd development. Senator Hagel wrote to the committee requesting an incresse in
funding.
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